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Transcript
Dear participants, Excellences, Ministers, Deputy Ministers, all representatives of over 50 countries of ASEM region.
I am really honoured and pleased to welcome all of you today in Vilnius. As you see it is a sunny city, not only today, not only because of this event, but because we warmly welcome all of you. We are very proud of this event which is related to women‘s activities. It not for the first time that we are hosting such event.  Let me thank not only all the ASEM countries and International organizations, United Nations leading them, but also special thanks go to the countries which are co-sponsoring this event: Japan, India, Sweden, Romania, the Philippines, Vietnam, China, Croatia, Mongolia, all of them. 
Lithuania was always very active in the field of empowerment of women. Talking about ASEM, for some it might look strange why we are active here, but we have been quite active in ASEM for several years. In various fields, for example in transport, as transportation minister of ASEM region gathered in Vilnius in 2009 to discuss issues of transport. Or let’s say, nuclear safety, very specific area, on which we also hosted the ASEM event during our Presidency in the Council of the European Union. 
We were always active on the role of women in the conflict resolution area, I have in mind the famous resolution 1325 on women, peace and security, because women are victims in conflicts, first of all , but they are also very capable in the resolution of crises. So, we know from our own experience, like the conflict in Afghanistan. And we really have much to share.
But today we are discussing the empowerment of women in the economic field, in the economic cooperation. As we heard from our President’s speech, she has really been very active in advancing woman’s rights and gender equality on the global scene. She is the Chair of the Council of Women World Leaders, and from time to time, she takes part in events organized in New York in the margins of the United Nations General Assembly. And she is really keen to continue these activities. So as our Head of State is very active, we also have to be active in this area, and it explains why we are doing this in full confidence and with full responsibility. 
Strong political will was expressed by the ASEM Heads of State during the Ulaanbaatar summit in July 2016 to cooperate on achieving full gender equality in economic life. I am convinced that the world where women’s equal access to decision-making, labor markets, economic participation are ensured will be more peaceful and prosperous. 
In order to achieve our goals, probably you will agree with me, many different aspects are important. It is close cooperation with the civil society, also business-line contacts, with clear deliverables, with the scientific society, scientists. Media place very important role in this field too. Communications, media in spreading the message in the way for it to be understood and heard, which is not always easy as it is not simple to find access to the heart and minds of people to convince them by facts, by real events, not by theory. This is really our task. And I believe in the course of these discussions we will find some recipes or at least ideas, which would be very, very useful and important. 
We hope that we will continue these meetings and dialogue on women empowerment in all areas of life. Not just only economic, decision-making process, but all areas of life. So what could be more important, what could be more serious than an empowered woman? When women are happy, world is prosperous and, most important, is peaceful. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]So, I wish all the best for this event. All the best to of all of you and thank you very much for coming!

