[bookmark: part_3cc321cdfbc7471c9469e8351044bfad] 
APPROVED
by Order No V-49 of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania of 18 February 2013
(Version of Order No V-212 of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania of 28 June 2024)
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCEDURE FOR ACCREDITATION OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS AT THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
 
[bookmark: part_a286fe75d6ba483a945cd74c2f94ae91]CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
 
[bookmark: part_2a9f92fb1cb34a8f8e5aff7d99d46c80]1. The Description of the Procedure for Accreditation of Foreign Journalists at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Description) governs the procedure for accreditation of foreign journalists at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Ministry) who professionally collect, prepare and provide material to foreign media organisations (foreign producers and/or disseminators of public information) under the agreement with them and/or who are members of professional bodies for journalists.
[bookmark: part_f14abbcb4ffd4afeb684ddcaa1177745]2. Accreditation is granted by the Ministry to foreign journalists, whose aim is to inform the public about events in the Republic of Lithuania. Foreign journalists whose purpose is to inform the public about a particular occasion or event of special importance taking place in the Republic of Lithuania are accredited in accordance with the procedure established by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania for the specific occasion or event.
[bookmark: part_7e607849944f4852b8e59a27b6451fcc]3. Foreign journalists are accredited by the Ministry in accordance with the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Provision of Information to the Public, the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Access to Information and Data Reuse and this Description.
[bookmark: part_cd12c6b03a80440abea060832b3bb2d4]4. Terms used in the Description shall have the same meanings as those defined in the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Provision of Information to the Public.
[bookmark: part_c012f2b3975e46bcbf59d94bc56811d5]5. Accredited foreign journalists shall have the same rights to collect and publish information as Lithuanian journalists.
 
[bookmark: part_f161cd1093074f9db918611ab77512a7]CHAPTER II 
GRANTING ACCREDITATION
 
[bookmark: part_d3eabb1cf6f34e38b08f53024eca7af2]6. Accreditation is granted for a maximum period of twelve (12) months (for the first accreditation) and for a maximum period of 24 months (for reaccreditation). The specific period of accreditation is determined based on the objectives of the accreditation of the foreign journalist, the terms of their agreements with foreign media organisations for the preparation and provision of material, and the information provided by the competent authorities of the Republic of Lithuania
[bookmark: part_b53261a650604147a8fe46cfd4006d61]7. To obtain accreditation, foreign journalists must submit their completed accreditation application form online, available at www.urm.lt and their consent for processing of their personal data (Annex 1). If a foreign journalist does not consent to their personal data being processed, the application for accreditation will not be considered further, and they will be notified of this in writing.
[bookmark: part_94a43a32c0a8419b8b3a7e19fc7d4c8c]8. The accreditation application form must specify the following: first name, surname, date of birth, place of birth, nationality, passport number or a valid travel document number of a foreign journalist, name and type of the foreign media organisation represented by the journalist, their registered address, telephone number, email, position of the applicant in the organisation, and contact details (telephone number, email). Where the applicant is applying for the first time, information on previous workplaces and countries where they have previously been accredited as a foreign journalist during the last ten years is required. If the foreign journalist was previously accredited by the Ministry, the number and the expiry date of the accreditation card held are also required.
[bookmark: part_78afe316fa0e492b92046bb73cde7211]9. Together with the completed accreditation application form, a foreign journalist is also required to submit the following documents in the manner set out in Paragraph 7 of this Description:




[bookmark: part_320e2e4238d14aacbe867017c9280278]9.1. A scanned free-form letter of assignment, printed on the letterhead of the foreign media organisation being represented by the foreign journalist and signed by their manager. If a foreign journalist is not employed by a foreign media organisation or by any other contractual arrangement, the application should be signed by the foreign journalist. The application must specify the date of the application, the type of foreign media organisation, the area of specialisation and fields of activity, the preferred term of accreditation of the foreign journalist, and their place of residence;
[bookmark: part_f8c843a802f24ba6a9bc2b4c6297e360]9.2. If the accreditation is being requested for the first time, a list of topics of the publications and/or reporting planned to be prepared during the term of the accreditation (excepting photographers and cameramen);
[bookmark: part_36a96486de5d490eb4106bbf5c8c1aa4]9.3. A copy of the valid passport or another valid travel document recognised by the Republic of Lithuania; 
[bookmark: part_3955a214b59244a58edc0e7db55e88c8]9.4. A dated copy of the valid press card issued by the National Union of Journalists and/or the foreign media organisation represented by the foreign journalist, the official seal of the organisation and/or the signature of the manager of the organisation. Where such a document is unavailable, at least three copyright articles/reports published under the name of the journalist that have appeared in the media within the previous six-months;
[bookmark: part_c6b1b45fd5e244d9baf12ebe4692d237]9.5. A digital passport photo of the applicant in JPG format, not larger than 1 MB. 
[bookmark: part_cf61ca48b7e4493e9d4ab2ac8e6b9e14]9.6. The data specified in Paragraphs 8, 9 and 10 of the “Description are processed in accordance with the Description of the Procedure for Processing Personal Data and Implementing the Rights of the Data Subject in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania, Diplomatic Missions, Consular Offices and Special Missions”, as approved by Order No.V-154 “On the Approval of the Description of the Procedure for Processing Personal Data and Implementing the Rights of the Data Subject in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania, Diplomatic Missions, Consular Offices and Special Missions” of 28 July 2015 of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania. 
[bookmark: part_0319d5a4f53344e7890f79ea050377f4]10. If there are reasonable doubts as to the purpose of the accreditation of a foreign journalist, additional information may be required:
[bookmark: part_b50e979f7cbb49638cd1d1006cc3712c]10.1. A copy of the registration certificate of the foreign media organisation being represented by the applicant;
[bookmark: part_94de26b8096f4c82990ccb5b5ebdbb18]10.2. An official letter from the diplomatic representation or consular office of the Republic of Lithuania in the country where the foreign media organisation is registered, confirming that the institution represented by the applicant is a producer and/or disseminator of public information;
[bookmark: part_947a4599f66e450a9bb61885724d2366]10.3. The employment contract with the media organisation;
[bookmark: part_cc545c6d11f34d32b7fc91dff2c55e23]10.4. A letter of justification stating the purpose for which accreditation of the foreign journalist is requested;
[bookmark: part_6ca7818b0b1c4d18882236b52162f15c]10.5. A higher education diploma confirming the applicant’s education;
[bookmark: part_29f436a851254696b70915bd17110fd2]10.6. A list/overview of publications and/or reports on the Republic of Lithuania produced in the last 12 months, or copies thereof.
[bookmark: part_c4b92b864d7f422d8df2545236dae824]11. All documents required for accreditation must be submitted in Lithuanian or English. If the original documents are issued in other languages, translation of these documents into Lithuanian or English must be provided.
[bookmark: part_ac71c9c45aed414da397578e3ba434dd]12. The journalist must submit any missing documents within 14 days of the email notification regarding these documents.
[bookmark: part_785fa54cdc954bf7b73b51fe8ad534e1]13. After receiving the completed electronic accreditation application from a foreign journalist and copies of the documents specified in this Description, the Ministry will apply to the competent institutions of the Republic of Lithuania for information on the accreditation of the foreign journalist.
[bookmark: part_3f28707844f74fd697c44bb9d1821d6b]14. The decision on the accreditation of foreign journalists is taken by the Director of the Communication and Cultural Diplomacy Department at the Ministry, after consideration of the information provided by the Public Information Unit of the Department (hereinafter – the Public Information Unit), within 50 business days from the date of receipt of all the documents indicated in Paragraphs 7–9 of the Description. This period may be extended by a further 20 business days if there are reasonable doubts as to the purpose of the accreditation of a foreign journalist and if additional information or documents indicated in Paragraph 10 of this Description are requested.
[bookmark: part_c9705120b9714cfdb1f1c8df3ccd7ded]15. Foreign journalists are considered to be accredited from the date of issue of the Accreditation Card (Annex 2). The card will contain a photograph, the first name and surname of the foreign journalist, the name of the foreign media organisation represented by the journalist, the country where their organisation is registered, the card number and the expiry date. The Accreditation Card is given to the foreign journalist in person against signature at the Ministry or at the Permit Office at the Office of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, or at a diplomatic mission or consular office of the Republic of Lithuania.
[bookmark: part_89614c4542914f11b1b5c61f55715335]16. When collecting the Accreditation Card, the foreign journalist must provide a valid identification document and return the previous accreditation card (if relevant). 
 
[bookmark: part_50426b4a56164a3c8eca21c639176055]CHAPTER III
REJECTION, WITHDRAWAL AND EXPIRY OF ACCREDITATION
 
[bookmark: part_89973819116b48dbb62634bc6a62b54f]17. A decision to decline or withdraw accreditation is taken if:
[bookmark: part_94320a2933274ceda22c4f6fd956e852]17.1. The journalist fails to submit at least one of the documents with the accreditation application, even after being granted an extended deadline;
[bookmark: part_e83579fd9b0e49c9b6263385c26e912c]17.2 The foreign journalist fails to provide all the required documents or information as specified in Paragraphs 7–10 of this Description;
[bookmark: part_b22a46d41d7d45e4aaba68dcf9d2b7c2]17.3. It has been established that the applicant has provided information which is unreliable: there are reasonable doubts as to the authenticity of the documents or the accuracy of their content, or the documents provided show signs of forgery or have been illegally obtained or falsified;
[bookmark: part_efa3ee3a6f6645df8e5600a96ba07d64]17.4. Information is obtained that publications and/or reports prepared by the foreign journalist contain information about the Republic of Lithuania that is untrue, biased, distorted, defamatory, inciting ethnic or other forms of discord, discrimination or hate, and/or contain other sensitive information specified in Article 19 of the Law on the Provision of Information to the Public;
[bookmark: part_b2f4adf66a394f38a2fe1119409d8657]17.5. Information is obtained that the foreign journalist might be engaged in activities in the Republic of Lithuania that pose a risk to the rights of individuals;
[bookmark: part_db65d2ed86b34ca4b2d06f96799092c6]17.6. Information is obtained that the foreign journalist might be engaged in activities in the Republic of Lithuania that pose a risk to the security of the state; 
[bookmark: part_077e4d0afe5f4ea690dcc44963e6f1ae]17.7. Information is obtained that the foreign journalist may be engaged in activities in the Republic of Lithuania that pose a risk to public order; 
[bookmark: part_9a971cee00ca44fba253945867ef05f4]17.8. Information is obtained that the foreign journalist may be engaged in activities in the Republic of Lithuania that pose risk the health and/or ethics of the population;
[bookmark: part_7203ae6f35d64838aa0af2cb6f9bc4b9]17.9. The foreign journalist violates the Law on the Provision of Information to the Public and other legal acts in force in the Republic of Lithuania that govern provision of information to the public or the legal status of foreigners in Lithuania;
[bookmark: part_9d6eb23302144572a19286940043970f]17.10. The competent institutions of the Republic of Lithuania issue a recommendation not to accredit the foreign journalist; 
[bookmark: part_32f68ac82b7541d6a80931d72cf069ef]17.11. The foreign journalist has, through their actions, verbally or in writing, humiliated officials or civil servants coordinating the issue of accreditations, or the State, ;
[bookmark: part_ce0bd49d74a04759a1da3734bc5c7ce8]17.12. It is established that the journalist and/or the media organisation represented by the journalist, disseminates information of a manipulative nature about Lithuania, seeks to influence democratic processes in the country through their publications, or to arouse the distrust of the population in state institutions or in Lithuania’s membership of Euro-Atlantic structures.
[bookmark: part_bfa89d0023534e2590827f8a0c3e4831]18. The accreditation shall be deemed to have expired:
[bookmark: part_2da45406cd204eefa6038950af15ac96]18.1. After the expiry of the term specified in the accreditation card;
[bookmark: part_d5267fad3d35478d9d22d7969980dc76]18.2. Upon the written request of the foreign journalist;
[bookmark: part_aea9812c784b4d8ab981d8770fbd3efa]18.3. Upon written request of the foreign media organisation;
[bookmark: part_239fa7bfd4e2463a89fa3be4c7bc636e]18.4. When the foreign media organisation is dissolved;
[bookmark: part_7eb0a4907ea6454c9b390b613d2f7bac]18.5. In the event of the termination of the foreign journalist’s contract with the foreign media organisation. 
[bookmark: part_16d7686b2c35419f85c86dbb2e1b18ed]19. The Public Information Unit may issue a warning to the foreign journalist during the term of their accreditation if there are reasonable grounds for applying the provisions of Paragraphs 17.3–17.12. 
 
[bookmark: part_279a9e96022f47da93a2e665c485fdf6]CHAPTER IV
FINAL PROVISIONS
 
[bookmark: part_b7dc7c88a40847b8a750267ccca8bdb2]20. The foreign journalist who has been denied accreditation or whose accreditation has been withdrawn, may apply for another accreditation no earlier than 12 months after the date of any such decision. 
[bookmark: part_51126f1f74114509bd4068f76d303fb9]21. Foreign journalists accredited by the Ministry may apply for a new accreditation not earlier than 4 months before the expiry of their current accreditation.
[bookmark: part_3e8fd9ad3a4a40e192541a1c8a77e5b2]22. If accreditation is denied to a foreign journalist or is withdrawn, the Ministry shall notify them, the Department of State Security of the Republic of Lithuania, the Office of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, the Office of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania, the Office of the President of the Republic of Lithuania, the Dignitary Protection Service of the Republic of Lithuania, the Migration Department under the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania, and the State Border Guard Service under the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania of this via email. The decision to deny or withdraw accreditation may be appealed in accordance with the procedure established by the laws of the Republic of Lithuania.
[bookmark: part_02d87e0fe96d4892b13070c68556a6a0]23. A foreign journalist must immediately report the loss of their Accreditation Card via email at media@urm.lt, stating the circumstances of how it was lost. Upon receipt of information about the lost Accreditation Card, the representative of the Public Information Unit of the Ministry shall contact the Dignitary Protection Service with a request that the Accreditation Card be re-issued, stating the reasons for this. A new card will be issued in accordance with the procedure laid down in Paragraph 15 of the Description.


 
